
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
June 6, 2012 

 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
Robert Lapuh – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present 

Also present: 
John Kusar, Trustee Liaison 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 

 

This meeting was not recorded.  
 
Mike opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Minutes from the May 2, 2012, meeting reviewed. Ted 
motioned the last meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved with the correction. Don 
seconded. Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Board reviewed Mike’s draft regarding occupancy permits. Trustee Kusar wondered if it would 
feasibly address an office building with one sign for multiple businesses. Mike didn’t see it as a 
problem, but suggested bringing it up to the County Planning Commission for its feedback. 
Jackie wondered if it should be more formally typed, but Mike said it was an unofficial check. 
 
Mike reported on a conversation regarding Zoning Administrator versus Zoning Inspector. Mike 
suggested adding a clause to the definition for Zoning Administrator in Article 2 that indicates it 
is the same title as Zoning Inspector. Secretary said her zoning text format changed all references 
to Zoning Inspector to Zoning Administrator to match the current position, and that there are 
currently 115 references to Zoning Administrator in the text. Trustee Kusar referred to the 
Personnel Policies & Work Rules that indicated the Zoning Administrator should record minutes 
of the Zoning Commission and Board of Appeals. Those present agreed it needed updating and 
the Zoning Administrator role shouldn’t be acting as secretary. 
 
Mike reported that Matt Carter was unable to attend the meeting and was unable to send relevant 
materials, but hoped to come to the next meeting. Mike also spoke with Greg Courtney of Wind 
Turbines of Ohio, LLC to research size and kilowatts. Mike suggested the wind turbine be 
restricted to 1.5 times the size to the edge of the property. Rob and Ted agreed. Jackie wondered 
if solar panels should be addressed, too; board discussed and agreed not at this time. 
 
Board discussed whether a use is permitted if it is not in the text. Ted referred to Section 800(4) 
that reads “any use not listed in the schedules are prohibited.” Don referred to people who say 
they’ll do what they please with their own property. Ted responded that it is the Zoning 
Administrator’s job. Trustee Kusar expressed frustration over the Jansen’s building, an example 
where regulations in a township don’t have “the teeth” to enforce them. 
 



Board reviewed Ashtabula’s regulations on wind turbines, adapting it to Township’s needs. 
 
Jackie reported that she and Mike met regarding the historic designation possibility. Jackie 
referred to former County Planner Albert Dispenza, Jr.’s Corridor Plan, suggesting, in the 
absence of a comprehensive planner, the Board take on some of the recommendations. Board 
discussed zoning changes made in Geneva; Ted wondered how to enforce design criteria, citing 
Geneva as having a city solicitor. Diane questioned how a designation would restrict the owner; 
Jackie responded that owner would not follow architectural standards, but only be prevented 
from selling it to a strip mall. Diane and Trustee Kusar doubted residents would agree to a 
change. In case of the townhall, Trustee Kusar stated that John Smolen, former County Engineer 
advised against historical designation in its renovation because “the price triples and the grants 
are only half-matching.” Ted felt the residents should know the advantages and agreed to review 
the details of possible grants, as well as compile a list of the oldest houses downtown from his 
wife, upon request from Jackie. Mike suggested it should only be an option for those residents 
who choose it. Upon  
 
Board discussed the 7th Annual Northeast Planning & Zoning Workshop on June 22.  
 
Board agreed to schedule its next meeting for July 11th, instead of July 4th; Mike agreed to notify 
the Fiscal Officer to publish a public notice. 
 
Ted moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20pm. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned.  
 
The next regularly-scheduled meeting is July 11, 2012. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek  


