
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
May 2, 2012 

 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
Robert Lapuh – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present 

Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator 
Joseph Hejduk, Jr., Resident 
John Kusar, Trustee Liaison 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 

 
This meeting was not recorded. Mike opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Minutes from the April 5, 2012, meeting 
reviewed. Ted motioned the last meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved with the correction. Jackie 
seconded. Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Mike stated he talked to Matt Carter on Cook Rd. who setup Ashtabula’s zoning regulations on windmills. Mr. 
Carter said he will send materials and attend the next meeting. Mike felt that the definition and regulations 
regarding a small wind energy system in Ashtabula’s regulations should meet the Township’s needs. Don 
agreed they were appropriate and well-written. Mike suggested leaving out wind farms at this time. Trustee 
Kusar brought up state legislation regarding wind energy systems he read about house bills at the state on the 
front page of Farm and Dairy. Mike stated he would look it up for review at the next meeting. Ted agreed it 
was important to know the latest laws. 
 
Jackie reported contacting Geneva Assistant City Manager Jennifer Brown, who stated there was no problem 
designating “special districts”. Jackie referred to the definition on the American Planning Association website, 
including the example of Ohio City in Cleveland. Mike suggested touring the Township at the next meeting. 
Board agreed. 
 
Mr. Hejduk expressed economic concerns surrounding historic designations because he felt that the $2000 to 
$5000 needed to rejuvenate downtown homes could not be justified, and that Board should spend its time on 
“more efficient things.” He cited the example of the former Stuffed Toy International Company that would 
require $250,000-$300,000 at minimum. Mr. Hejduk also emphasized that it is other cities that obtain the 
money to do this, but that it would not happen in Austinburg. Mike assured him Board was still “bouncing 
ideas around.” Jackie felt the long-term economic value must also be considered. 
 
Mike distributed a text amendment draft to change the occupancy permit to business use certificate that he 
created based on the definitions. Board discussed the title Zoning Administrator versus Zoning Inspector. Mike 
stated he would contact the county to inquire about the title. Mike suggested two changes, occupancy and 
windmills, be incorporated on the following timeline: draft in August, final copy sent in September, public 
hearing in October, and November reserved for any recommended changes.  
 
Jackie heard comments from residents appreciative the zoning text is online. Mike moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:38pm. Rob seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting unanimously adjourned. The next 
regularly-scheduled meeting is June 6, 2012. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sarah Masek 


