
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
April 4, 2012 

 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
Robert Lapuh - present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present 

Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator 
Joseph Hejduk, Jr., Resident 
John Kusar, Trustee Liaison 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 

 

This meeting was recorded. Mike opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Minutes from the March 7, 2012, 
meeting reviewed. Ted made the correction to delete “home” from “home occupancy issue.” Ted 
motioned the last meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved with the correction. Don seconded. 
Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Mike announced his suggested timeline, asking for feedback from the Board: recommend text 
amendments regarding windmills, certificate of occupancy, etc. in September; conduct a public hearing in 
October; and send it to the trustees before the end of the year. Board agreed. 
 
Board discussed windmills, including the size as defined by the number of megawatts. Mike clarified that 
Board could only regulate 1 windmill up to 5 megawatts in a residential district. Don commented that 
studies show it is rare for these windmills to cause deaths in birds. Secretary distributed windmill 
definitions from Ashtabula’s zoning regulations. Ted suggested similar regulations be drafted within the 
appropriate districts. Mike agreed to talk to the owner of a windmill on Cook Rd. 
 
Diane reminded Board about the possibility of taking a walk around town at the May meeting. Jackie 
agreed to report back on spot zoning. 
 
Trustee Kusar summarized the “change of use” and “certificate of occupancy” issue, asking for 
clarification on the definition. “What we’re looking for is something clear when Business A moves out 
and Business B moves in,” he stated. He also brought up single family dwellings (changing into a duplex) 
in R-1, split permits, mixed use, and the introduction of sewers. Mr. Beninato suggested certificate of 
occupancy could be removed. Trustee Kusar commented there was no sense in it remaining on the fee 
schedule if it is not used. Mike suggested reviewing Mr. Beninato’s definitions and feedback and 
tweaking them to Austinburg’s needs. 
 
Mr. Hejduk asked a question of clarification regarding frontage and lot size. Mike asked all present for 
any issues to bring to the Board; there were none. 
 
Don moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50pm. Rob seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned. The next regularly-scheduled meeting is May 2, 2012. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 


