
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
February 1, 2012 

 
 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present 

 
Also present: 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 

 
This meeting was not recorded. 
 
Mike opened the meeting at 7:00pm.  
 
Minutes from the January 4, 2012, meeting reviewed. Ted motioned the last meeting's minutes' 
reading be waived and approved with the correction that Ted accepted the nomination for Vice-
Chair. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Ted, Diane and Mike had nothing to report. 
 
Don reported on his work on windmills. Following a series of phone calls to local zoning offices, 
he said the gist of zoning regulations was to ensure that any windmills are built far enough from 
buildings and property lines; some regulated noise. Board discussed noise regulation, owner 
reimbursement for extra electricity generated, windmill farms (planned in Lake Erie and along 
the lakefront from Toledo to Conneaut), the county’s letter of intent, and vibrations. Don said he 
would print information to share at the next meeting. Mike asked if Board consideration should 
include windmill farms. Don replied they are already included in the Ohio Revised Code and that 
the trustees can regulate it. Mike wondered about cell phone towers and stated he would check 
before the next meeting. Don wondered if fencing should be put around towers to prevent 
children from climbing them. He did not feel comfortable pursuing if manufacturers’ designs 
make them secure and suggested trustees could contact the state. 
 
Jackie reported on research for historical designation, noting that there is a lot there. She referred 
to Saybrook’s 2007 Comprehensive Plan, describing it as thorough and effective in polling its 
residents without taking too much of their time. She praised its features, including demographics, 
education, housing units, median age of housing stock, soil characteristics, community 
facilities/infrastructure, and existing land use maps. Ted wondered, although it had been adopted, 
if it had been actually implemented. Mike asked Jackie to check with Saybrook’s zoning 
members to see what they have done with their plan and suggested Board members review the 
plan online before the next meeting. 
 



Jackie also read from documents on the Ohio Historic Preservation Office’s website, 
emphasizing that “evidence of the community’s heritage” could be lost by inaction. She said that 
a number of grants were available for historic renovations, but a professional grantwriter can be 
most helpful to obtain such competitive grants. Mike expressed concerns that such grants come 
with many stipulations. Jackie expressed fears that, once sewers are installed, vacant homes will 
be razed for strip malls, as happened in Saybrook, which will become empty with no adaptive re-
use, too. She suggested Board walk downtown to choose areas that could be designated as 
landmarks or historical districts. Mike questioned whether Board had the right – or the intention 
– to tell residents they cannot sell their homes if a big business should offer to buy their property 
at four times the value. Ted responded that he gives up some of his individual rights to support 
the majority, like a restriction from building a factory in his own yard. 
 
Mike agreed the issue merited review. Board discussed what need there was for funding, whether 
a comprehensive plan is required before designating a historical district, and if there was 
sufficient public support for the issue. Ted stated the Board should first ask the trustees for their 
interest and support. Jackie wondered where the Board’s Trustee Liaison was for this meeting. 
 
Jackie asked about new members for the Board. Mike replied that those interested had not 
followed through. Diane asked for updates on the gas station foreclosure; no one knew anything 
new. Jackie asked about Zoning Administrator John Beninato’s issue regarding occupancy; Mike 
said he waiting for Mr. Beninato and Ted said the trustees should inform the Board if they want 
change. Mike had a couple issues to bring to the Board, but, in Mr. Beninato’s absence, would 
bring them up at the next meeting. Upon request, Mike told Jackie he would give her a copy of 
the new zoning text. 
 
Ted moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:12pm. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned.  
 
The next regularly-scheduled meeting is March 7, 2012. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 


