
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
November 2, 2011 

 
 

 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present 
 

 
Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

This meeting was not recorded since Mike stated no decisions would be made. 
 
Mike opened the meeting at 7:00pm.  
 
Minutes from Diane for the October 5, 2011, meeting reviewed. Mike made the correction that 
meeting was not recorded and clarified a typographical error so the sentence reads “Jacklyn 
Krysa said that Albert Dispenza’s Corridor Plan is 12 years old.” Don motioned the last 
meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved with corrections. Jackie seconded. Vote by 
voice taken. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Mike asked the secretary to provide a corrected copy of the minutes for Diane to sign for the 
records. 
 
Don reported nothing new on windmills due to computer malfunction and no returns to calls. Ted 
had nothing new to report. Jackie had no time to do research but promised to report in January. 
 
Board discussed situation of stores or offices on a first floor with apartments on a second floor, 
as well as residents’ concerns about tall grass on properties. Mr. Beninato explained how the 
onus is on the trustees to pass a resolution if the property owner does not respond to his courtesy 
letter. 
 
Board discussed the former gas station downtown and Trustee Jerry Burke’s efforts to access 
grants to obtain the property. Mike and Jackie agreed that, if the state obtains the property, state 
representatives should be called to do something about it. Mr. Beninato wondered about the real 
or perceived liability of old underground gas tanks that could contaminate groundwater. 
 
Board discussed the practice of using vacant lots for storage. Mr. Beninato explained its 
allowance in NC with its two-year limitation from the state, commenting that some of these 
downtown lots are too small to be allowed to do much with them. Mike suggested this issue be 
considered further; Mr. Beninato agreed to bring relevant materials to the next meeting. 
 



Mr. Beninato suggested a book published annually that cites applicable court cases: Baldwin’s 
Ohio and Planning Zoning Law. Mike mentioned previous discussions with Mr. Beninato about 
this book and stated his desire the trustees purchase it for Board. A quick online search priced its 
2011 edition at $258. Board discussed the loss of County Planner Albert Dispenza, Jr., and their 
anticipated loss of much help from the county. 
 
Reminding Board of the need to clarify wording in Section 914, Mike asked Board for other 
topics for next year’s agenda. 
 
Jackie re-stated her desire to talk to trustees about interviewing comprehensive planners and 
Mike re-stated his concern that it may not be worth the financial cost. Board reviewed Preamble. 
Jackie referred to a Heritage District and Property Maintenance Code recommended by Mr. 
Dispenza that she could research. 
 
In response to Mike’s questioning, Board members all stated their intentions to remain on the 
Board another year and agreed officers would be elected in January. 
 
Mike reminded Board of Christmas party scheduled instead of a regular meeting in December, 
suggesting that potential Board members should be invited. 
 
Mr. Beninato raised concern about the process of submitting amendments to the county recorder 
in the future. Board discussed part-time staff and financial responsibilities. Secretary referred to 
Section 615; Board agreed it was the responsibility of Township Trustees. 
 
Jackie said she hears a lot of residents asking why the zoning text is not online. Mike responded 
that, if the trustees want it on the website, they should ensure the capacity to maintain it; Don 
agreed. 
 
Ted moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:58pm. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned.  
 
The next regularly-scheduled meeting is January 4, 2012. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 


