
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
September 7, 2011 

 
 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
David Thomas, 1st Alternate – absent 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – absent 

 
Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This meeting was not recorded since Mike stated no decisions would be made. 
 
Mike opened the meeting at 7:05pm. Minutes from the August 3, 2011, meeting reviewed. Jackie 
motioned the last meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved. Ted seconded. Minutes 
approved unanimously. 
 
Mike announced board should compile an agenda for issues to address, and suggested windmills 
be on that list. Board discussed. Don agreed to collect his research, including a helpful definition 
from Ashtabula Township, and report back at the next meeting. 
 
Mike thought that Board should get feedback from residents about the downtown area; now that 
sewers are being installed, things could change rapidly. Jackie agreed, referring to the Corridor 
Plan written by Albert Dispenza, Jr., County Planner, that suggested the creation of a historical 
district. 
 
Jackie asked about the Township Trustees’ Public Hearing on Board’s proposed text amendment. 
Mike summarized the feedback from the residents, especially on pools and reverse lots, and 
stated a decision would be made at 7:00pm on 9/19/11 (the next regularly-scheduled meeting). 
Ted commented there will always be people opposed to any zoning. Jackie hoped the trustees 
would take into consideration that zoning should be implemented for the community as a whole, 
not for the personal gain of individuals. 
 
Jackie said that interviewing potential comprehensive planners has been a goal for a couple 
years. Mike agreed Board could look into it, but commented that financing should be secured 
before any time is wasted on the process; furthermore, he said the only other local township that 
has done this process is Saybrook Township and someone there told him it was “useless.” Ted 
named colleges with cost-effective services. Jackie emphasized the need because Township has 
an interstate running through it. Mr. Beninato wondered about County’s comprehensive plan. 
 



Mr. Beninato referred to Section 1410 and distributed documents to address issuance of 
occupancy permits and accompanying fees. He asked Board to review his interpretation, do 
research to compare to other communities, and respond as to how accurate or clear it is. 
Although it has been an issues “brewing” for years, there have been recent complaints and 
subsequent fee waiving by trustees. Ted commented that, if the fee is wrong, it should be 
reduced for everyone and that the fee should be based upon square footage. Jackie wondered 
why larger buildings should be punished and how much revenue was obtained through 
occupancy fees. Mr. Beninato stated that this process was probably established to obtain revenue 
from people renting properties and was just expanded to include industrial and commercial 
properties. Mike agreed the issue should be looked into and the wording should be ensured to be 
“user-friendly.” 
 
Upon request, Mr. Beninato could not identify any pressing issues to be addressed. Board 
discussed the upcoming 9/8/11 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting with the Geneva Area City 
Schools regarding Section 914. If there is enough consensus that the wording is misleading, 
Board agreed to address and clarify. Mr. Beninato suggested it read “nonresidential in a 
residential district” rather than abutting. 
 
Mike asked Board members to keep their eyes and ears open to relevant community concerns in 
the coming month and bring them to the next meeting. Jackie suggested reviewing the Corridor 
Plan; Mr. Beninato agreed to bring color copies to the next meeting. 
 
Ted moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:52pm. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned.  
 
The next regularly-scheduled meeting is October 5, 2011. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sarah Masek 


