
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
Public Hearing 
August 3, 2011 

Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
David Thomas, 1st Alternate – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present 
 

Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator 
Joseph Hejduk, Jr., Resident 
John Kusar, Trustee Liaison 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 

This meeting was recorded. 
 
Mike opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Minutes from the July 6, 2011, meeting reviewed. David motioned 
the last meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved. Don seconded. Ted questioned if David, as 
an alternate, could make a motion; David reminded him that his presence takes the place of the currently 
vacant position. Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Mike reviewed a memo from Albert Dispenza, Jr., County Planner, RE: Proposed Text Amendment: 
Administrative Updates – Case 005-11 (7/8/11). Board discussed and agreed to subtract “and their 
tributaries” from proposed text in Section 1002.06(1). 
 
Ted read each proposed item to those present with a brief explanation of the reasoning for the change, 
then asked residents if there were any questions. Mr. Hejduk cited a case in which his own four-year-old 
grandson entered a four-foot above-ground pool with a cover and a latched gate in thirty seconds. He 
didn’t feel this text would prevent such a case, questioned whether such regulations will soon apply to 
ponds, and stated that this is the job of the insurance company, not the zoning inspector. Mr. Hejduk also 
expressed concern that the zoning inspector does not have the engineering degree to know the grade of 
the hill his house is built on and that proposed regulations should not overstep the homeowners’ land 
rights. 
 
Trustee Kusar agreed with Mr. Hejduk that the inspector won’t be able to check all pools, but he is 
committed to rights and this isn’t infringing on rights or hurting anything, so it is worth it if it saves one 
life. Mike shared a copy of the online article Portable Pools Pose Drowning Risk for Young Kids (Steven 
Reinberg, 6/20/11) with Mr. Hejduk and commented that Board is concerned for the ambiance of the 
township. Ted mentioned that he consulted Nathan Paskey, District Manager/Technician of Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Soil and Water Resources, about the riparian setbacks. Mr. 
Hejduk maintained that all these proposed regulations are not helping the community. 
 
Board reviewed the timeline with Trustee Kusar, who suggested trustees could schedule a public hearing 
for September 6 at their regularly-scheduled August 15 meeting; Mike agreed to hand-deliver tonight’s 
proposed text amendment to township trustees at that meeting. 
 
Ted motioned to send the Proposed Text Amendment (Revised 8/3/11) to township trustees. Jackie 
seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Ted moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:25pm. David seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sarah Masek 


