
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
June 1, 2011 

 
 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – absent 
David Thomas, 1st Alternate – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – absent 

 
Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
This meeting was recorded. 
 
Mike opened the meeting at 7:03pm. Minutes from the May 4, 2011, meeting reviewed. Don motioned the last 
meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved. David seconded. Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved 
unanimously. 
 
Mike announced his suggested timeline: 
 Board agrees on drafted text changes tonight; 
 County Planner Albert Dispenza, Jr., reviews and responds; 
 Board addresses any concerns and motions to submit the text changes at the regularly-scheduled zoning 

meeting on July 6; 
 County Planning Commission reviews and takes action at its regularly-scheduled meeting on July 18; 
 Board can hold its public hearing on the same night as its regularly-scheduled meeting on August 3 (to 

meet its August 6 deadline); 
 Board can schedule an emergency meeting at any time, if any problems arise. 

 
Mike motioned to accept the drafted text change to Section 930(3) as detailed in the attached document 
(Proposed Text Changes for Consideration – Austinburg Zoning Commission – Revised 6/1/11). Ted seconded. 
Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Don motioned to accept the drafted text change to Section 1000.92(5) as detailed in the attached document. 
David seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Mike asked Mr. Beninato questions of clarification about animal shelters, kennels, and clinics. Board discussed 
that animal shelters are operated by nonprofits and kennels by for-profits, but Ted wondered whether the same 
regulations should apply because of the same concerns (noise, smell, traffic, etc.). Mr. Beninato added that more 
lenient regulations on agriculture and animal husbandry could still allow the breeding and caring of dogs as an 
agricultural use, but thought that Board’s drafted regulations would be fine. Ted motioned to accept the drafted 
text change to Section 2 DEFINITIONS (Animal Shelter), Section 530(7), Section 8 R-1, NC, & AC Districts 
as detailed in the attached document. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Board discussed minor changes made to David’s previously drafted text change, as suggested by Mr. Beninato. 
David motioned to accept the drafted text change to Section 1000.52 as detailed in the attached document. Don 
seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Ted motioned to accept the drafted text change to Section 1000.206 as detailed in the attached document. Don 
seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Ted motioned to accept the drafted text change to Section 8 R-1, NC, & RC Districts as detailed in the attached 
document. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 



Mike suggested an Ohio Revised Code reference be corrected. Secretary explained that she had already 
corrected this reference in the new text that had been approved as an allowable change by two reviewers on 
Board; Ted agreed it was a typographical error. Mike said he would feel better if it was done formally, so it was 
included. As instructed, Secretary explained four text changes that would address gender neutral language and 
the deletion of references to non-existing sections. Don motioned to accept all of these drafted text changes to 
Section 1000.203, Section 1211(8), Section 1270, Section 1260(2), and Section 2 DEFINITIONS (Owner, Gas 
& Oil) as detailed in the attached document. David seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously 
carried. 
 
To answer Board’s previous question regarding why minutes included if participants were late, Secretary 
distributed a copy of Webster’s New World Robert’s Rules of Order where it reads that minutes should include 
“those who are present and those absent, and whether any member comes late or leaves early” (pg. 156). She 
explained the minutes had been done this way to follow a previous pattern and to follow Robert’s Rules of 
Order as she had been taught. 
 
Ted moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:27pm. David seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting unanimously 
adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting is July 6, 2011. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 
  



Proposed Text Amendment 
Austinburg Zoning Commission 

 
930(3) Replace “not to exceed two (2) consecutive weeks” with “of 90 days” and replace “three (3)” with “two (2)” to read: A 
zoning permit valid for a period of 90 days shall only be issued two (2) separate times for any particular lot within any 12-month 
period…” 

1000.92(5) Delete the entirety of item #5 and renumber the remaining items in Section 1000.92 

Section 2 DEFINITIONS  Add “Animal Shelter – A government or private organization that provides a temporary home for 
stray or surrendered pet animals.” 

530(7) Add “Animal Shelter”: Veterinary Clinic, Kennel, and Animal Shelter / (R-1, NC, AC Districts) 

Section 8 R-1 Add “Veterinary Clinic” and “Animal Shelter” to Conditional Use #7 to read: “Veterinary Clinic, Kennel, and 
Animal Shelter” 

Section 8 NC District& AC District Replace Conditional Use #4 with “Veterinary Clinic, Kennel, and Animal Shelter” 

1000.52(1) Replace “occupants” with “owner or tenant” 

1000.52(2) Replace entire item #2 with “In ground pools or the entire property on which they are located shall be enclosed by a 
fence or wall of at least four (4) feet in height above the elevation of the ground before completion of the swimming pool. All gates in 
said fence or wall shall be self-latching;” 

1000.52(3) Replace entire item #3 with:  
3. Above ground pools that have a wall of at least thirty (30) inches in height above the elevation of the ground shall ensure the 

prevention of unintentional access to the swimming pool by either: 
a. Providing an enclosure to block all direct access points to the swimming pool, meeting the fencing or wall 

requirements of at least four (4) feet in height above the elevation of the ground with all gates of said fence or wall 
being self-latching, or 

b. Preventing unintentional access to the swimming pool by other means including, but not limited to, the removal of 
the ladder entrance to the swimming pool when not in use and/or the installation and use of a secure pool cover.  

1000.206 Add entire section to read: BUILDING SETBACK ADJACENT TO A RIVER OR STREAM 
1. This regulation shall apply to the Grand River, Mill Creek and Coffee Creek and their tributaries. 
2. This regulation shall apply to front side and rear setbacks 
3. The building or permanent structure setback shall be the greater of: 

a. 50 feet from the normal stream bank or 
b. 30 feet from a major hill, cliff or incline adjacent to a stream. 

Section 8 R-1 District, NC District, & RC District Add footnote to the bottom table’s Min. Principal Building Setbacks to read: 
“See also Section 1000.206” 

1000.203 Correct Ohio Revised Code reference to read: 4707.01(A) 

1211(8) Delete “Section 1230 to apply”.  According to a 10/21/09, Section 1230 POLITICAL SIGNS was deleted, but the reference 
was not. 

1270 Delete entire sentence: “Political signs posted in violation of Section 1230 of this Resolution are subject to removal by the 
Zoning Administrator five (5) days after written notice of violations of Sections 1230 has been given.” 

1260(2) Update text to gender-neutral language by replacing “him” with “that person” to read: “No person shall maintain or be 
permitted to maintain, on any premises owned or controlled by that person…” 

Section 2 DEFINITIONS  Update text to gender-neutral language replacing the following definition to read: OWNER, GAS 
AND OIL:  The person who has the right to drill on a tract or drilling unit, to drill into and produce from a pool and to appropriate the 
oil or gas that is produced there, either for self or for others. 


