
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
April 6, 2011 

 
 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – absent (excused) 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
David Thomas, 1st Alternate – present (late) 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present 
 
 

Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator (late) 
Joseph Hejduk, Jr., Resident (late) 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 

 
This meeting was recorded. Ted opened the meeting at 7:03pm. 
 
Minutes from the March 2, 2011, meeting reviewed. Jackie motioned the last meeting's minutes' 
reading be waived and approved. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved 
unanimously. 
 
Board briefly reviewed Ted’s concern regarding missing items # 6 and 7 under Sign Types in 
Article 2. 
 
Mr. Beninato raised a concern about the allowance of accessory buildings in the front yard if 
they meet the setback requirement in Article 9. He stated that he had issued permits in these 
cases, but recommended Board modify the regulation to be behind the building line, if that is 
what the Board’s intention is. Ted agreed that it was a good point and added it to the list of 
concerns. 
 
David distributed email responses from Ashtabula, Harpersfield, and Saybrook Zoning 
Inspectors regarding their home occupancy regulations. Mr. Beninato reviewed the challenges of 
determining if an income is business or home occupation, as well as the point that that 
designation could be used to its maximum potential by the next occupant. Mr. Hedjuk wondered 
why someone would buy property if they couldn’t do what they wanted with it. Ted suggested 
tabling it until Mike’s return. 
 
Ted distributed his drafted text change, based on last month’s Board discussion regarding item 
#7 (repairing right-of-ways and setbacks for new construction along the Grand River). Jackie 
wondered about the 100-year flood plain and Ted responded that it would make a lot of lots 
unusable. Jackie further wondered if new houses should be allowed to be built on lots that are too 
risky for flood insurance coverage. Board discussed and Jackie volunteered to look online for 
relevant information. David and Don liked Ted’s approach. Ted suggested setting it aside until 
Board has accumulated more text change proposals. 
 
Ted asked if Don had any new information regarding windmills; he did not. 
 
 



Regarding swimming pools, Jackie brought an advertisement from K-Mart showing non-
permanent above-ground pools with ladders that could be taken away – but only if the 
homeowner does so. Mr. Beninato distributed the document “Springfield Township Zoning 
Resolution: Article 10” and referred to 10.27 Swimming Pools. David remarked he liked the 
phrase “to provide an enclosure to all direct access points to the pool” so there isn’t a direct 
requirement to fence the entire area. Jackie liked the term “self-latching”. David agreed to draft a 
proposed text change integrating the favored parts of the current text and recommended texts. 
 
Secretary announced contradictions in Board members’ reviews of the electronic text regarding 
gender neutrality and the deletion of references to non-existing sections. Jackie thought that 
County Planner Albert Dispenza, Jr. had told her that such administrative changes did not need 
to go through official text changes. Ted tabled the issue until Mike’s return when he could 
comment further on his source of information. 
 
Board briefly discussed the sale of the former Stuckey’s (and the possible existence of gas 
tanks), the safety changes made to the Lampson/Pelton intersection, and the removal of the Clay 
Street traffic lights. 
 
Upon request for audience feedback, Mr. Hejduk commented that more than 25-30% of people 
who move here are from companies who pay them to work from home; he warned that it would 
increase to 40-50% with cost of fuel increases and wondered how it could be regulated. Jackie 
commented that most of those situations are desk jobs and Mr. Beninato responded that the 
biggest issue is the storage of heavy equipment and making noise late at night. 
 
David moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:29pm. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting is May 4, 2011. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 


