
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
March 2, 2011 

 
 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
David Thomas, 1st Alternate – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – absent (excused) 
 
 

Also present: 
John Beninato, Zoning Administrator 
John Kusar, Trustee Liaison 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 

This meeting was recorded. Mike opened the meeting at 7:03pm. 
 
Minutes from the February 2, 2011, meeting reviewed. Ted motioned the last meeting's minutes' 
reading be waived and approved. Jackie seconded. Vote by voice taken. Minutes approved 
unanimously. 
 
Mike addressed Mr. Beninato’s areas to review concerning the zoning text. 
 
On item #6 (swimming pools), David reported Saybrook’s and Ashtabula’s zoning text was 
similar to Austinburg’s and that Saybrook’s Zoning Board reviewed it but made no changes, 
according to Saybrook’s Zoning Inspector. Board referred to Section 1000.52 and discussed new 
pool designs, fence heights, liability, and enforceability. Board suggested changing Section 
1000.52 (3) from 6 feet to 4 feet and from “swimming pool” to “in-ground swimming pool” to 
make the regulations more realistic and decorative for residents. Board also suggested adding 
item #4 to Section 1000.52 to regulate “above-ground pools” and “unwanted access”. More 
thought will be put into the issue and the item will be revisited at the next meeting. 
 
On item #7 (repairing right-of-ways and setbacks for new construction along the Grand River), 
Ted reported on a multi-county survey done by the Chagrin River Watershed partners with 
ranges from 25 to 125 feet (and as high as 300 feet in Summit County) and cited specific 
regulations for specific waterways. Jackie liked the idea of identifying the waterways in the 
regulation; Mike stated all the waterways should be identified for certain before naming any in 
regulations; and Don consulted the wall map. Board discussed lots (as defined in the zoning text 
page 2-14), riparian right-of-ways that fluctuate, new lot depths, and existing lots. Ted 
volunteered to review existing lots and draft a proposed text change, based on Board’s 
preliminary suggestion of 120 feet. 
 
On the added item of auctions, Mr. Beninato referred to its definition in Article 2 and cited the 
example of whether Trustee Gerry Burke needed a conditional use permit to have an auction sale 
of his farm tools. Trustee Liaison Kusar also cited the example of holding an auction for his 
deceased father’s farm items, commenting that he did not know it was required and would not 
have even thought to check. Ted suggested the current regulation was written to address the 
auctions at Defina’s. Mike volunteered to review the matter more closely. 
 



On the added item of home occupancy, Mr. Beninato wondered how to allow a person to make a 
living without making a disturbance in a residential area. Board discussed and David volunteered 
to review Saybrook Township’s home occupancy regulations. 
 
Secretary announced that the office had been out of audio tapes, and that the current 60-minute 
“backup” tape was about to end. Board agreed to continue the meeting without audio recording. 
 
David reported Geneva Superintendent Mary Zappitelli’s intention to ask a variance on the 
regulation to fence the school along the residential district, as per Section 914. According to 
David, the school is vastly over budget and is looking for ways in which to alleviate the problem. 
Mr. Beninato described conversations with the architects who have added and subtracted the 
fence from the original drawings. Board discussed the need for fencing and the type of fencing 
intended and regulated. (The audio tape ended during this conversation.) 
 
Jackie suggested interviews for comprehensive planning should start soon. Trustee Liaison Kusar 
reported on the progress of the town hall construction. Mike asked Mr. Beninato if he had any 
concerns at this time; he did not. 
 
Secretary asked Trustee Liaison Kusar a question of clarification to update her records. Trustee 
Kusar answered that alternates are not perpetual. If a full zoning member’s term expired without 
any action by the trustees, that member is still a member until s/he is “replaced, renewed, or 
thrown off.” He agreed, therefore, that the ZBA’s current 2nd alternate is still on the board. 
 
Jackie suggested a note be placed in the township newsletter regarding this Board’s current 
opening. 
 
Jackie moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 pm. David seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting is April 6, 2011. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 


