
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
February 2, 2011 

 
 
Commission Members: 
Mike Schaab, Chair – present 
Ted Seifert, Vice-Chair – present 
Don Herman – present 
Jacklyn Krysa – present 
David Thomas, 1st Alternate – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – absent (excused) 
 

Also present: 
Joseph Hejduk, Jr., Resident 
John Kusar, Trustee Liaison 
Sarah Masek, Secretary 
 
 
 

 
 
This meeting was recorded. Mike opened the meeting at 7:02pm. 
 
Minutes from the January 5, 2011, meeting reviewed. Mike corrected Ted’s suggested revision to 
Section 930(2) to read: “A zoning permit valid for a period of 90 days shall only be issued two 
(2) separate times for any particular lot within any 12-month period…” Don motioned the last 
meeting's minutes' reading be waived and approved with corrections. Ted seconded. Vote by 
voice taken. Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
Mike announced he had received a “very nice” letter of resignation from Brent with an apology, 
a note of thanks, and wishes of luck to the Board; he passed it around for Board to view. 
 
Mike reported that Township Trustees had agreed the color problem on the map needs to be 
fixed and that Zoning Administrator John Beninato would do that, if there was no objection from 
Board. Ted commented that he will have to revise the map anyway to reflect the Sidley changes. 
Mike also reported that Mr. Beninato could not attend tonight due to the weather. 
 
Mike asked about progress on the electronic text. Secretary distributed an expected timeline of 
completion and asked questions. Board agreed to make the final reviews. 
  
Board discussed the now-open position. 
 
Sidley documents were given to the Secretary, who agreed to confirm with Fiscal Officer and 
Zoning Administrator before filing these documents away, including the original receipt for the 
amendment change at the county recorder’s office. 
 
Board addressed Mr. Beninato’s issues of concern. In Section 1000.92(5), Mike suggested 
deleting “materials excluded are” and Board discussed with agreement to ask Mr. Beninato for 
his opinion. 
 
Items 3 (Article 8 AC #27) and 4 (Article 8 AC #40) have been resolved through the most recent 
amendment to Article 8. In regards to item 5 (animal shelters), Mike had received legal 
correspondence on the matter and recommended further research. 
 



On item 8 (swimming pools), David reported no response yet from the Saybrook Township 
Zoning Inspector. Ted noted that he liked the wording “to prevent uncontrolled access” in 
Section 1000.52(3). Jackie felt Board should protect the Township from bankrupting lawsuits, 
though others questioned the Township’s liability in this matter. Ted pointed out that, as a public 
safety issue, this could be a matter of life or death – which is not the case for most of the zoning 
issues. Board discussed in-ground and above-ground pools, insurance requirements, and the cost 
feasibility of appropriate fencing. Joseph Hejduk, Jr., explained that his own grandson almost 
drowned in a 4½ -foot above-ground locked fenced swimming pool because he watched how it 
was locked. Trustee Kusar complained that the illegal structure on Forman Road has been in the 
County Prosecutor’s hands for 18 months, so how helpful will the office be in enforcing a fence? 
Ted volunteered to research the issue and Mike volunteered to write a letter to County Prosecutor 
Katherine Colgan. Jackie felt that the quickest first step would be to look at current zoning text 
of other townships online; Mike agreed to start there. 
 
For item 7 (repairing right of ways and setbacks for new construction), Board discussed already-
reported information from Nathan Paskey, District Manager/Technician of Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources’ Division of Soil and Water Resources. Ted suggested it could be measured 
from the top of the bank (where the bank falls off toward the river), but Mike felt there were too 
many variables (high/low river that change the depth and flow of the river). Mike suggested 
more research is needed; Ted volunteered to contact County Planner Albert Dispenza, Jr. 
 
Jackie reminded Mike that there were added items to the list, but Mike was not clear about the 
specifics of those issues. Jackie agreed she would like to hear more about them from Mr. 
Beninato. 
 
Mike asked Mr. Hejduk and Trustee Kusar if there was anything they wished to bring to the 
Board; there was none. 
 
David asked about progress on town hall construction and Trustee Kusar gave the details. 
 
Ted moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:57pm. David seconded. Vote by voice taken. Meeting 
unanimously adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting is March 2, 2011. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 


