
Austinburg Zoning Commission 
January 5, 2011 

 
 
Commission Members: 
Jacklyn Krysa, Chair – present 
Mike Schaab, Vice-Chair – present 
Brent Carrick – absent (excused) 
Don Herman – present 
Ted Seifert – present 
David Thomas, 1st Alternate – present 
Diane Mongenel, 2nd Alternate – present (late)  
 

Also present: 
Chery’ol Gilson, Resident 
Joseph Hejduk, Jr., Resident 
John Kusar, Trustee Liaison 
 
 
 
 

 
This meeting was recorded. Jackie opened the meeting at 7:02pm. 
 
Minutes from the December 1, 2010, meeting reviewed. Mike motioned the last meeting's 
minutes' reading be waived and approved. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Minutes 
approved unanimously. 
 
Jackie reported on a meeting this afternoon with County Prosecutor Thomas Sartini that she, 
Trustee Kusar, and Zoning Administrator John Beninato attended regarding the perceived 
procedural errors in the Board’s recently-submitted text amendment. Recognizing that it was the 
error of Township Trustees (who voted outside the 20-day limit), not the Board, Prosecutor 
Sartini recommended Board resubmit the amendment to the Township Trustees, who will then 
have 20 days to approve or deny the amendment, based solely on content (not Board’s 
procedures). Board is not required by law to hold another public hearing.  
 
Furthermore, recognizing that Township Trustees may modify proposed text amendments, 
Prosecutor Sartini recommended that Township Trustees modify the proposed amendment to 
include the deletion of “except railroad equipment” from Article 8’s IOP Permitted Uses #36 
Repair & servicing of industrial equipment & machinery. In this way, this outdated text item 
would not prevent Delta Railroad Construction from beginning business in the Coffee Creek 
Industrial Park. Jackie concurred with Prosecutor Sartini and recommended Board resubmit the 
text and map amendment. 
 
Ted motioned to resubmit the previous text and map amendment to Township Trustees for 
reconsideration. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Ted had obtained the maps from Fiscal Officer, so gave them to Jackie for submission. Jackie 
made arrangements with Trustee Kusar to leave the submission in the Township office. 
 
Jackie also reported on a conversation with Evelyn Schaeffer, who stated the map coloring was 
her own error. Prosecutor Sartini asserted that, with a letter of confirmation from Ms. Schaeffer, 
Township Trustees can then motion in the correct map. Trustee Kusar clarified that the County 
Recorder’s office has the correct map on file. 
 



Trustee Kusar suggested creating a uniform document that would cover all of the steps and rules 
of the zoning text amendment process for both Township Trustees and Board. Assistant County 
Prosecutor Catherine Colgan can confirm the information, once compiled. Board members 
expressed support and agreement. 
 
Jackie reviewed current officers and members, stating a letter was sent to Brent regarding his 
intentions for the new year, but there has been no response. She also explained the tradition of a 
Vice-Chair moving up to Chair. Upon request, Mike acknowledged he would accept the 
nomination. Ted motioned to nominate Mike as Chair. Don seconded. Vote by voice taken. 
Nomination unanimously carried. 
 
With the understanding that a Vice-Chair may move to Chair after two years, Jackie asked for 
nominations for Vice-Chair. Don nominated Ted as Vice-Chair. Jackie seconded. Upon request, 
Ted indicated he would accept the nomination. Jackie asked if there were any other nominations; 
there were none. Vote by voice taken. Nomination unanimously carried. 
 
Board reviewed item numbers 10, 11, and 12 in Section 8’s AC table Conditional Uses (Sidley 
Rezoning Proposed Final Draft – revised 9/1/10). 
 
In regards to Mr. Beninato’s list of concerns, Ted suggested updating Section 930(3) to comply 
with Ohio Revised Code by changing it to “A zoning permit valid for a period of 90 days shall 
only be issued two (2) separate times for any particular lot within any 12-month period…” He 
further suggested this proposed text amendment be added to other similar issues to propose at 
one time. 
 
David reported on conversations with several people on the issue of swimming pools and 
liability. Mike suggested regulation of just in-ground pools, not above-ground. Jackie suggested 
reviewing other local zoning texts. Board discussed. 
 
Board discussed goals of last year and this coming year, including the list of concerns from Mr. 
Beninato. 
 
Jackie asked each of the audience members for comment; there was none. 
 
Jackie asked Trustee Kusar about the Township sign. He reported there had been difficulty 
accessing it. 
 
Mike moved to adjourn the meeting at about 8:00pm. Ted seconded. Vote by voice taken. 
Meeting unanimously adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting is February 2, 2011. 
Diane is unable to attend. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Sarah Masek 


